THE FIRST MINISTRY
sincere fidelity; and when the day came he had the reward
of his foresight and his shrewd duplicity. This is how he
narrates the episode:
'When I entered the gallery of the Louvre the King was
mounted on a billiard-table in order to be better seen by
everybody. Galling me, he told me that I had not shared
the evil counsels of the Marshal d'Ancre, and that I had
always loved him (he used these words) and stood by him
on the occasions which had arisen, in consideration of
which he wished to treat me well. Monsieur de Luynes,
beside him, also spoke, telling the King that he knew how
I had several times urged the Queen to allow me to lay
down my functions, and that I had more than once
quarrelled with the Marshal on matters particularly affect-
ing his Majesty. He then warmly protested his friendship
to myself. I replied to what he had been pleased to say
thus publicly, that he would never be mistaken as regards
his good opinion of me, that I would die rather than ever
fail in his service; that I owned having shown in my sim-
plicity a lack of prudence regarding the Marshal d'Ancre
and much lack of consideration, but owed it as a duty to
truth to say now that I had never known of his ill-will
against the person of his Majesty, nor of any design directly
opposed to his service; that it was true that I had frequently
pressed the Queen to let me retire, not because of any ill-
treatment at the hands of one who had indeed shown me
kindness, but because of the behaviour of the Marshal, his
endless suspicion of those who approached him, and the
bad impressions which I feared he would give of me to
the Queen. . . . After this I stepped over to Monsieur
de Luynes, thanked him for his good offices on my behalf
to the King, and assured him of my affection and service.5
This full quotation is a narrative full of historical
and psychological importance. The speech, so carefully
balanced and calculated, is a miracle of Jesuitry, in the